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Graduation Report

Time flies. My stuchy in Taisho University will end this month, During this
exchange sameaster. | learnt a lot, gained a lot and experienced a lot, | deeply
appreciatad tha smila of Mr. Sakamolo that impressad on me ha riendliness of
Japanase peophe; in addition, it is tha patience of Mr. Sakurai that helped ma
oul whan | got prablem of understanding Japanese, With thair genarous help,
my life in Japan becams less difficull than | had thought bafore. | love the lime
in Taisha, | love my friends hare, and | lovea avery place in Japan where |
stepped an.

| was supposad o axparience a different culture, and complete my resaarch
about culture and cultura communication. Thanks © my @achers and friends, |
thirik I almast finishad my work hare,

Actually, 1o get a kind of culture contact is ona of my maotivations and purposas
of coming to Japan. As a master studant majored in philosophy, | belioved that
any attempt to undarstand cullure in a conceptual way can achieva nathing but
confuge us with sophisticated explanations. The only right way to connact with a
foreign cultune is to feal it livaly, to touch it emationally, and to be part of it as
these local people do.

Tharefore, during the time in Japan, | ried 1o focus on aating. dressing, talking
and almost avery aspact of my life. Eating sweets and snacks with my
claszmatas in lkabukro, | sansad the influance of modarn civilization on
Japanase culture; Joining the yukata party with members of taisho sakon, |
encountarad the tradition that parmeates Japanese paopla's evaryday life,;
Visiting the Tokyo Mational Museum in Ueno, | was moved by this Japanesa
page in the book of history:




Page 4 RIER¥TRARKLZ L

It iz really hard o be accepted by a foreign culture, even if yvou endeavor to be
part of it. Howewer, thanks to my lovely friends and kind teachers who filked my
pursuing of understanding & foreign culture with smile and happiness, |
experienced Japanese culture vividly.

| always talked with my friends about my opinion of culture, Sharng my thoughts
and opinions with them made me really happy, and their ideas and suggestions
always helped me to reorganize my thoughts, In addition, their special
experience always brought me some brand new ways to understand culiure, In
this report I'd like to share some of those thoughts about culture. | am writing
this to be a kind of summary of my life in Japan.

In fact, Japan is a country that emphasize on rmtuals and ceremonies. This is
quite interesting. so | put this as a part of research on international culture, It
seems that muals and ceremonies help defineg a culture, Without them, societies
or groups of people have a diminished sense of who they are

Maevertheless, how can people maintain and gain their sense of self? Do rituals
and ceremonies halp define a culture? Admittedly, there are various ways, aside
from rituals and ceremonies, for human being o define themselves, for example
socialization which plays a key role in everyone's identification with themselves
Hoawewer, in my view, in face of other factors, the fundamental etfect of mtuals
and ceremonies is mere masked or suspend

Some other factors, such as socialization, indead of great importance in define
societies and people, which is quite distinguishing with rituals and ceremonies
Any one progress to social world would prefer to join exclusive social groups, in
that case, their early recognition that they have no idea about their identification
and status in everyday lite may evolvas into a innate desire to estatzlish their
own societal living model and gradually detfine themselvaes through the smile of

Wy
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other peers, or of friends and parents. It is true there are plenty of factors,
similar to socialization. which can help groups of people have a strong sense of
who they arg, then society that is the consfitution of groups of pecple will be
defined as well.

Motwithstanding the significance of those factors, inmy view, it is the
conventional rituals and ceremonies that determine thosze factors. Consider, for
instance, the socialization above which is indeed effective on human's gaining
sengse of self. At bottom of the so called socialization lies the truth that
socializing with others, some actually confirm themselves to accept a certain
kinds of rituals and ceremonies that belong o these social groups. In fact,
almost every social group cantains exclusive rituals, rules, or ceremonies to
further distinguish the members of the group to the others. Accordingly, rituals
of caremonies become a typical symbaol of people’s socialization, and deeply
determined people’'s sense of who they are, while the societies as well

In fact, the importance of rituals and ceremonies has been unconsciously
forgotten since ancient Greek, and it is high time that we should reconsider
these influential factors =0 as to understand the infrinsic way through which
people define themsales, As Gadamaer, the famous philosophy in
hermeneutics, put, when it comes 1o rituals and ceremonias, people always feesl
different, and to some extent saint as well, People enjoin thess iypes of fealings,
and during these certain periods people certainly sure about themselves,
moreower, they could even feel their existence at a visceral level. In addition,
various rituals and ceremonies constitute the corg of a certain culiure, and then
the society can be eqgually defined in the almost same way. Even, to understand
rituals and caremonies in a Mietzschean way, we may infar that it is in the rituals
and ceremonies that we are facing ocurselves, otherwise during the every day
lite we just plight ourselves in the morass of fictional world,
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